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This memorandum shall serve to reinforce that there is no question in your mind 
regarding the Patrol's policy on profiling. Profiling relates to the use of race, ethnicity, gender or 
economic status in deciding whether to initiate a traffic stop and/or search a vehicle. To avoid 
misunderstandings, it is essential that the violator be told the reason for the stop at the earliest 
opportunity and those facts that lead to a decision to search a vehicle be properly documented. 
This memorandum should not inhibit you from continuing to use your skills as a police officer to 
detect evidence of criminal activity during a traffic stop. The contribution that traffic 
enforcement can make to the overall public safety cannot be overstated. Your abilities to uncover 
evidence of criminal activity during a traffic stop are and always have been a valuable skill 
necessary in protecting Florida's motorists. 


